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‘6 HALL SACRED POLITY, BY FREEDOM REAR’D ! 

‘HAIL SACRED FREEDOM, WHEN BY LAW RESTRAIN’D !” ; | 
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Hither the products of your closet-labors bring, 
Enrich our columns, and instruct mankind. 
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THOUGHTS. 


COMPANY and pieasure ought always 
to give way to necessary business. 

There are peculiar expressions which 
many adopt, and which severally distinguish 
them. One was known constantly to re- 
peatin every sentence which he uttered, 
‘Do you see.” Another whose first name 
was Charice usediowhen crunk, w cry, 
‘I heard a voice from the clouds, saying, 
Give poor Charly another priming.” And 


the common saying of a third of the same ° 


description, whose surname was Cory was 
‘ Cox in the woods perpendicular.” 
He whois insolent im prosperity, will ev- 
< 
er be abject in adversity. 


An infidel asked a genticman who was 
ina large company, whether he 
believed in the Christian religion? The 


suspected, 


question was avoided, and was repeated. 
The gentleman then answered, “Itis sa- 
fest to believe.” 

é jee 

To educate children in the arts and sci- 
‘ences without any regard to religious in 
struction, is fatal to themselves, and mis 
chievous to society. 

Experience, though often severe, ye 
is the most honest, the best, and the only 
master which can teach us some truths. 


Men generally grow 
ment in 


Sense 


worse by imprisot- 
‘They lose ther 
of shame—aie corrupied by ld 


common jas. 


company—learn more cunning—and re 
prepared when liberated, for the conyms- 
Sion oi new and greatercrimes. ¢ 


It is very common for merchant veszis 
t9.sail from port on the Lord’s day. it 





poss tome; andI doubt net but it 











passages ; for “ the prince of the power 
of the air” may. be expected to favor his 
friends. Butwhen they are called to settle 
the accounts of their souls, they will find 
that they have lost time, and injured their 
interests even inthis world. The words 
of the great and good Chief Justice Hale, 
in a letter tohhis children, are worthy of all 
attention. \ have,” says he, “by long 
and sound experience found, that the due 
observation of this day, and of the duties 
of it, have been of singular comfort and 






Wproeseto you. Gohitmighisig th 
of ovr time, atid lenis it to us ; and 
asit is but just we should consecrate this 
part of that time to him,-so_I have found, 
by & strict and diligent observation, that a 
due observation of the duty of this day, 
hath ever had joined to it, a blessing upon 
the rest of my time ; and the week that 
hath been so begun, hath been blessed and 
prosperous to me}; and onthe other side, 
when Lhave keen negligent of the duties 
of this day, the rest of the week hath been 
unsuccessful and unhappy to my own sccu- 
lar employments ; so that I could easily 
make an estimate of my own successes in 
my own secular cmployments the week fol- 
lowing, by the manner of my passing of 
this day : and this I do not write lightly or 
inconsiderately, but upon along and sound 
observation and experience.” 
Wise men will hearken to reason and 
and gain useful infermation even 
from their encmics. 
pote 


A great man who has lost his intelier- 


truth, 


tual powers, is a more melancholy spec- 
acle than a tower or city in ruins. 

A pompous diction, with many and high- 
sounding epithets, is thought by some a 
that elo- 


ie excellence ; but it is not 


uence which is natural’ and towches the 


Meni icart, 
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nion, Mr. Jefferson i is indeed. 


In. my op 
g that the citizens of the U- 


en in: thinkin 
nited State: 


wish a war with oa 
and that s®eh 


ch a war would be : 
The indign@tion manifested on the a 

of the vie pes e is no-evidence to ti 
contrary. @he people must be fuily come | 
vinced of fone, necessity, and poli 
cy, voles ey will generally and 
Whoever reads a Supplement 
the ulladgine{ Poston} will see that the 


right of vending desertere has 
finitted at A mericangy J 


claimed 
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ter of reasonable and easy negotiation: ==“ 
POLITICUS, - 


——— 


A late picce against Mr. Lewis, signed 
“ AcurcoLa,” which appeared first in the 
Public Advertiser, in the city of New- 
York, and has ben servilely copied in thé 
Aliany Register of Noy. 20th, is perhaps, 
one of the most unjust, scutvilous, resent- ~ 
ful, and malicious things which has ever 
been published. It has been ascribed to a 
man high in office, and living on an emi- 
nent situation ; but charity cannot, believe » 
that he would thus degrade himself and his 
office ; and indeed, it is to be much regret. 
edthat any human being should possess 
the malevolence and rancour of a demon. 
X. 


i 


Notwithstanding the report of the court 
of inquiry on the conduct of Captain Sar- 
ron, there isa mystery which cannot be 
explained until certain documents are pub- 
lished. He may have had private in- 
structions which led bim not to put his ship 
in order for battle, or to make any resist 
ance. His defence has not yet appeared 5 
nor, perhaps, was it proper to make one, 
unless betwwre a Court-Martial. _ 

INQUIRER. 
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Ehiter’s Closet. 
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Gun-Boate. 


Of these ridiculous engines, I could ne- 
ver form a very nye Ar 1 had 
an opportunity, the other day, of seeing se- 
venteen of them drawn up in grand array 
Before the battery in New-York, for the 
purpose of joining in the celebration of the 
evacuation of that city by the British troops. 
The president has never failed when speak- 
ing of the gun-boats, to dwell particularly 
‘on the facility of their movements; with 
how much truth the reader may judge, 
: wade informed, that on the above- 

“Mentioned occasion, the boats were in mo-. 
tion from an carly hour in the morning un- 
til twelve-o’clock, during whith time the 
crews were laboriously employed, hy row- 
ing, &c. in attempting to form a line. The 
coramande 


party-colored flags, resembling a 
utterfily more than a Wasp ora Hornet, 
2 the admiration of the sweeps and 
»° Tittle children; while the rest of the squad- 
ron afforded sport for the crowds of foreign- 
ers who assembled on the occasion. —“ Be-. 


mr 


” cried a little Frenchmiam, sneering 


ee 


and shrugging up his shoulders—* Ameri- 
€a soon be empercur of de sea, wid her 
sran dary *” 4 
% —<—- ‘ + 

o Aias! poor Cheetham? 


3 


Al the late sittings before Judge Spencer 
New-York, Maturin Livingston recover- 
averdict of One Thousand Dollars against 

ames Cheetham for a libel,.in charging 

the plaintiff with having, been, detected in 
questing ¢ cards. We shallnothe accus- 

d of spesking from party prejudice when 
we. say, that we think the damages erces- 
vive: If however, it was the object of the 

‘jury to drive Cheetham back from the edi- 

tor’s desk to the hatter’stub, they could not 

have adopicd a more certain method. 

Sach verdicts, unless he has been more for- 

tunate than his ediwvial brethren, must e- 

ventually ruin him, 

—— 

The following is the section inthe Navy: 
Taw, alluded to in the 20th. article of the 
report of the court of enquiry, in the case of 
Com, Barron : > aie 

% Section 4th, Every commander orother officer 
swho shall upon signal for batile, or on the probabil- 
ity of an enga t, neglect to clear his ship for 
action, or shall not use his utmost exertions to bring 
his ship to battle, or shal! fail to encourage in his 
evn person his inferior officers and men to fight 

ly; such offender shall suffer death, or 
such other punishment as a court martial shall ad- 
judge ; or any officer neglecting, on sight of any 
vessel or vessels of an enemy, to clear his ship for 
action, shall suffer such punishment asa court mar- 
tial shall adjudge—and if any person in the navy 


sage cd | yield, or pusilanimously cry far 
, Shall suffer death on conviction thereof by 


& gene! court martial.” 
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From the Evening Post, 
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Presidents Mascge—We read with 
mpach satisfaction that, 
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the coast of Barbary appears as firm as at 
any former period, and asiikely to contin- 
ue as that of any other nation.” 


We approve of the candor which makes 
this disclosure, and now, since there is con- 
fessedly no further pretence for a continu- 
ance of the Mediterranean Fund ; since not 
only. peace with Tripoli has been concluded, 
but all apprehensions of a rupture with Tu- 
nis have vanished, we hepe we may be 
speedily released from paying such a price 
for-our coffee, sugar, molasses, salt; coarse 
cloths, &c. &c. merely to accumulate a mil- 
lion a year in treasury, “ to provide for wars 
to happen we know not when, and- which. 
might. not, perhaps, happen but for the 
temptation offered by that treasure.” Mr. 
Jefferson now frankly confesses that the 
occasion which gave birth to this heavy tax 
has ceased to exist, and, we trust therefore, 
that the session. will not pass away without 
its repeal. | ‘ 

“ Among our. Indian neighbors in the 
north western quarter, some fermentation 
was observed soon after the late occurrenc- 
es threatening the continuance of our peace. 
Messages were said to be interchanged, 
and tokens to be passing which usually de- 
notes a state of restlessness among them, and 
the character of the agitators pointed to. 
the sources of excitement,” 


Our “ Indian neighbors” will never. cease 


' to command the homage of Mr. Jefferson’s 


respectful notice, but on this occasaion they 
claim a more than usual attention. He tells 
us they ferment, and he takes good care 
to insinyate in terms not to be misunder- 
stood, that, British influence is the leaven that 


has set them agoing. .As we have seen no 


evidence of the facet, however, we «an oaV' 
nothing about it. Without going into an 
enquiry as to the causes of the disturbances 
among the various tribes of Indians, we 
shall merely observe, that so far as they 
have come to our knowledge, they are as 


entirely unconnected with the British gov- | 


ernment, as they are with the administra- 
tion ; and if not imputable to the govern- 
ment then we can see no propricty in thus 


introducing the business ipto the message 
at all, 


“ The appropriations of the last session, 
fer the delence of our sea-ports towns and 
harbers, were made under expectation 
that a continuance of our peace would per- 
mit us to proceed in that work according to 
our convenience. Ithas been thought bet- 
ter to apply the sums then given towards 
the defence of New-York, Charleston, and 
New-Orleans chiefly, as most open and 
most likely frst.to need protection ; and to 
leave places less immediately in danger: to 
the provisions of the present session.” 


What has been done at Charleston and 
tew-Orlcans, we know not; this we know, 
thut so little has been done, or was likely to 
be done for the defence of New-York, and so 
little money was there to do it with, that 
our Corporation were on the point of com- 
miiting an ivreparable mischief, by destroy- 
ing the harbor altogether; from which 
they were only restrained by perceiving the 
sensation it bad excited among the citizens, 
Yhey therefore, for a Ume, abanconed 
their plan, but have lately it seems, had the 


~ 


| weakness 0 send it on to Congress for 
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Congress are, h 
t » however 
informed that they may save themselves 


the trouble of adopting it, for we do not be- 
lieve that the people of this city would ever, 
under any circumstances, permit it to be 
carried into execution. We are pleased to 
observe the president suggesting that fur- 
ther provisions fer defence ought to be 
made during the present session, and we 
hope that something effectual will de done. 

“ For the purpose of manning these ves. 
sels, in sudden attacks on our harbors, it is 
a matter of consideration whether the sea- 
men ofthe United States may not justly be 
formed inte = special militia, to be called on 
for tours of duty in defence of the harbors 
where thev shall happen to be ; the ordina-. 
ry militia of the place furnishing that por- 
tion which may consist of Jandsmen.” 

We wonder what would have been said 
of a federal president, ifhe had veutured 
to. recommend the impressment of Ameri- 
can sailors to man a miserable fleet of mis. 
erable gun boats; where there is neither 
safety nor convenience ?- These boats, be- 
sides being the most awkard and ill contri- 
ved things in appearance, are so shallow 
that a man cannot stand upright, scarcely sit 
upright in their cabins ; they ere constant- 
ly under water, and offer so little to induce 
sailors to enlist, that their complement oi 
men cannot be obtained, tho’ they are per- 
petually recruking. And now the presi-~ 
dent suggests to Congress a plan for man- 
ning them by.forcible impressment of our 
sailors! All the seamen of the U. States 
are to be registered and formed into a ma- 
rine militia, and whenever a ship of war 
appears of ovr coacts with a threatning as- 
pect; these poor sailors aré to be hunted up 
by press gangs, seized and forcibly taken 
from any service in which they may be en- 
gared, or out of their own houses and sent 
on board the President’s gun boats, to go 
down, to the Narrows and cefend the har- 
bor! And after seven years of his year- 
ings towards our seafaring brethren, ws the 
philosopher always affects to call them, his 
com miiseration ends all at once in recommen- 
ding the legislature to niake a law for their 
inpressment ! 

The absurdity and impracticebility of the 
Presicent’s plan was well exposed by an 
observation of Mr. M--st--rs, member of 
Congress, and a good democrat too. When 
this part of the Message came out, Mr.—— 
shrewdly observed, “ the President might 
as well think of forming a militia of blacke 


birds.”’ 


their acceptance. 





(To be continued.) 
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Congress, 
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Tuurspay, November 5. 
Déate on Mr. Qui? ingtruct 
he commuttee afifiotate dinrelation to mare 
tine aggressions, Pc. 

Mr. Quincy said, the house would recol- 
lec that when in cormmittce of the whole 
ou the state of the union, some days “230 
he summitted an amendment to 2 resets 
tionof the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Dayson) which went to an enquiry Into the 
circimstances of the aiteck on the Chesi- 
peate an@ the cases assigned for ki, a5 We It 
as tik guauacr in which it was repeiled. 
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At that time two objections of some appar- 
eit validity were urged against this mo- 
tion ; the one was that it might have an 
improper effect upon a pending trial, the 
other was as to its form. To obviate these 
objections, he had modified the resolution 
which ae should new offer to the house. 


Mr. Q. read his motion as follows : 

“ Aesolved, That the committee to whom 
was referred so much of the message of 
the president of the U.. States, as relates 
to aggressions commited within aur ports 
and waters, by foreign armed vessels, to 
the violation of our jurisdiction, and the 
measures necessary for the protection of 
our ports and harbours, be instructed to 
enquire into the circumstances of the at- 
tack made on the frigate Chesapeake in 
June last, and the pretext or causes assign- 
ed for making-it, and to repert the same to 
the house.” 


Mr. Q. would lay before the house his 
reasons for offering this resolution. He 
could not acquiesce in the course which had 
been yiven io that part of the President’s 
message which relates to the attack on the 
Chesapeake. He co@ld not reconcile it 


with a sense of justice or with thehonor of © 


this house. —Hwv asked gentlemen to con- 
sider our situation .in relation to this sub- 
ject. A violent attack is made upon one 
of our public ships of war, in a manner 
undeniably hostile. A great degree of ex- 


-aitement has taken place in the public mind 


throughout the continent. Our newspapers 
have teemed with every species of infor- 
ration, a part of which has been correct, 
and a part incorrect; which has sometimes 
fallen short of the truth, and sometimes ex- 
ceeded it ; and has been sometimes official. 
In this situation of things, the president 
of the United States deemed it wise and 


prudent to call an extraordinary session of: 


this Legislature. We are now assembled. 
‘He has made a communication to us, and 
this attack is a striking feature in it.» This 
is our situation. What have we’ done? 
The house has gone intoa comniittee of 
the whole, taken up the message of the 
president, cut it up into parts, accerding to 
pirliamentary custom ; and we have taken 
as many of those parts as we pleased and 
referred them to particular committees ; 
some of which area kind of patch work 
‘committees. In all these references, not- 
withstanding it was the very object which 
occasioned the early meeting of the present 
session, no mention is made of the attack 
of the Chesapeake. The committee, 
which he proposed to instruct on this sub 

ject, had what related to aggressions com- 
mitted within our ports and waters submit- 
‘ted to them generally, but they have no 
compass by which to steer ; no prominent 
object is placed before them. He could 
not reconcile this manner of acting with 
his duty. He deemed it necessary t ob- 
tain a full developement of all the cirum- 
stances relative to this affair, in -ordei that 
congress, and the -people at large, may 
form a correct judgment of our situatyn.— 
‘The course adopted is not desirable. It is 
a course of parliamentary ignorance, not a 
course of developement. It is a cowse of 
concealment. He spoke as to the general 
effect of measures, and not as to sentle- 
men’s motives. 
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He enquired of gentlemen what method 
they would pursue, if they wantéd to un- 
derstand any particular subject? Would 
they not refer it to a distinct committee, 
and not mix it up with extraneous matier? 
And if you give a committee two er three 
distinct objects to act upon, but wish them 
to attend more especially to one, itis prop- 
er to give them specific instructions on rat 
point. This is the way to come at the 
proper understanding of a subject. But, 
on the contrary, if it were the wish of any 
member of this house to promote conceal- 
ment, to prevent a kuowledye of facts the 
way is obvious. It would be io place three 
or four subjects together, and to suffer the 
committee to which they are referred to 
act as they please upon them. We know 
that committees thus left te themseives, 
will never do too much. 


It was because the people of the United 
States wish to know something on this sub- 
ject, that he made this motion. It may be 
said, that this committee have already the 
power, and that they may make the neces- 
ary enquiries without this instruction. But 
itis the duty of this house to be certain 
that they will do so. Indeed if the com- 
mittee were now proceeding in this enqui- 
ry, this would be no good reason why this 
motion ought notto be adopted. If, with- 
out being instructed by this house, the com- 
mittee should report the facts now called 
for, the honor of the act would rest upon 
the committee ; whereas it ought to rest 
upon this house. 

Perhaps it may be said, as on former oc- 
casions, that every man, woman and child 
in the U. States is acquainted with these 
facts; but what is known from popular re- 
port, or newspaper information, is not the 
kind of knowledge we want. We want 
facts from the proper authority. 

An objection had been made to this 

course, that it would be casting a censure 
upon the committee. Not so; it would 
be no more than drawing the attention of 
an organ of the house to a particular sub- 
ject. It may be objected to, becatise a ne- 
gociation is pending ; but what is done by 
congress, at this time, can have no effect 
on a negociation carrying on across the 
Atlantic. The house is at present calm 
and tranquil, and this is therefore a proper 
time to undertake an investigation of the 
facts required. Let the negociation termi 
nate as it may, we shall never have a fair 
inquiry into these facts unless we enter up- 
‘on itat'present.” ‘Stippose said he, the ne- 
gociation has a favorable issue, and no en- 
‘quiry has been made, is there a member 
‘present who will say the enquiry would then 
be centered wpon? No, it would then be 
said to be an old wound, which ought ‘not 
to be probed, but forgotten. Buf suppose 
on the other hand, ‘that the negociation 
should fail and congress should be called 
‘upon to put the nation in ‘hostile array, 
would that be a proper time for entering wp- 
‘on the proposed enquiry ? Would the house 
be in‘a fit state for deliberating upon the 
facts required ? Indeed the subject »ppear- 
‘ed to him so-clear, and the duty to bring 
forward-this motion so impressive, that he 
could not refrain from making it. 

Mr. Burwell sait, he had hopel he 
should have been able to have satisfied t.c 
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gentleman from Massachusetts, as tothe at- 
tention of the committee to whom this dut 
- essigneds ; ye after an expression which 
ad dropt from him, he despairedof doing 
it. He would, howevér, inform the House 
that the committee to whom the subject was 
reierred, were engaged in ¢ course of inves- 
tigation on the very part of it now agitated, 
and had come to a-determination to - obtain, 
from the proper authority, a correct detail 
of the circumstances attending this particu- 
lar attack ; Not content with this, they were 
about to call on the government for a detail 
of all aggressions that had-been committed 
‘within our ports and waters. 


The gentleman has told us that the house 
should at least have the honor of instituti 
this enquiry. By the resolution on whi 
this committee act, they were directed by 
the House to report on every aggression 
committed against the United States; they 
would no doubt perform their duty, and “he 
did not see what more the House could now 
do, except they wished that every sheet of 
the journals should manifest their feelings 
on this occasion. | 

It had been observed, that perhaps this 
‘business would be ‘smothered up, and that 
‘we might never have a correct account of it. 
—Mr. B. said, he would venture to assure 
the gentleman that the subject would meet 
with an ample examination, and thata fe 
days only would elapse before the comm 
tee wouldlay before the house a full ac- 
count of all aggressions or violations that 
‘had been committed. He, for his own part, 
thought it the duty of the House to exa- 
mine into the transaction. Why, said he, 


should we shrink from any lavestigane 
Has any thing occurred which pre- 
vent a complete disclosure ? He hoped not; 
and that although the gentleman was desir- 
ous the ty of the House should appear 
on each day’s record, he would rest ,satisfi- 
ed, and permit.the committee to goon in 
the course which they had commenced. _ 

The gentleman said, that the proper way 
to smother this matter up, was to refer the 
subject generally toacommittee who would 
only pay attention to sach parts of it as the 
thought proper. If this were correct, did 
not operate most strongly against his reso- 
lution? For, if he were afraid the commit- 
tee to whom the subject is referred, would 
not acton it, the proper mode wouldbe te 
refer it to a select committee. 


Mr. B. said he would not -have risen on 
this occasion, had the chairman of the com- 
mittee to’ whom it was referred, been pres- 
sent when the resolution was proposed. He 
hoped, from every view of the subject, the 
House would conceive that the committee 
were discharging their daty, and that this 
resolution was unnecessary. 

Mr. Brout said, that, atthe moment the 
gentleman from Massachusetts had moved 
this resolution, he was in the committee 
room, in the act of addressing a note to the 
Secretary of State on this subject, according 
to the direction of the committee, calling 
for a full and correct ‘statement of all the 
facts relative to the aggression committed 
‘on the frigate Chesapeake. For the satis- 


faction of the gentleman, he would read the 
note which 4 had written. 
opened and read the note. 


Mr. B. then 
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Mr. Alston doubted whether the commit- 
? ~ fee had power to act on this particular out- 
did not know the precise spot in 
which the attack on the Chesapeake was 
committed, whether within the waters of the 
UW. States or not; ifnot, it was possible the 
resolution upon which the committee was 
acting, would not authorise them to make 
the enquiry proposed. If it would, the 
committee would no doubt do their duty, 
_andmake report of every circumstance of 
the transaction. If it should, however, be 
found, that the particular aggression allu- 
_ ded to by the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts was not cemmitted within our jurisdic- 
tion, aresolution something like the one 
proposed by that genticman, would be prop- 
.  @t.—He should wish the subject to be re- 
\ ferred toa select committee. The proper 
way would be to go into a committee of the 
' whole’on the state of the union, and a mo- 
tion to that effect be made. 


# ~ Mr. Dana thought with the gentleman 
| from North Carolina, that the subject of the 
. attack made on the Chesapeake was not re- 
ferred to any committee whatever. The 
‘first resolution entered into, appointed a 
committee, of which the gentleman from 

WN. Carolina, (Mr. Blount) is chairman, to 
enquire inte “ aggressions committed svith- 

in our forte and waters,” &c, From the 

_ message of the President of the VU. S. it ap- 

i peared that the Chesapeake had left her 
port. The attack on her was made in the 

_ Main ocean, at the distance of than a 
_Maritinre league from the shores of the U. 
States ; and we had never, by any act of 

~ the legislature or executive, claimed terri- 
torial jurisdiction for more than a maritime 

_ Meague from the shore. It was understood 
that this attack was made at the distance of 
“¢hreeleagues; clearly beyond anysca ever 
claimed as a territorial sea’ by ee. United 
States. It was not in the Gulf, or within 

_ @ny Promonto OF Cape so -4s.t9 make it 

territorial. This being the case, the out- 

Tage must be considered as committed as 

sea, and therefore not yet referred to any 

committee. Shall we, said he, wholly omit 

‘to refer the investigation of this subject? 

_ When that b*oad question was presented to 

, their observation, he trusted there con!d be 
po’ dificulty in deciding it. If there were 

» _ any one subject whith required the particu- 
tar attention of Congress, it wasAhis attack 
‘on the Chesapeake. ITfthere was any sub- 
ject on which the whole nation felt one sen- 
/ <iment, it was on this outrace ; if there was, 

' any subject that-could involye a question of 
War of pedce, it was this. If thurc was any 

43 Diicigione that needed no treaty stipulations 
a to bind it, ipwas, in his view, that a rztional 
: * ship of the U. S. enjoys absolute immunity. 
* He‘should think an acknowledgement of 

‘ ir independente as necessary in db treaty, 
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een es § weoncession thatour national ships oe, bt 
ae to be free from search. This was a clee-,. 
a prominceh* principle, perfectly distinct from. 
x _ any other ; it admitted of no modilicyiioa, 
J: get _ there coul® be ng quesiion.asio the o:cmp- 
‘ _ tion ofa national flag from.search, Hf the. 


» British governmest assumed a diserent 

L principle, Ae aid not sec a possibility of 

- ayoiding war. Admitiing ali the men. ta- 
ken frammthe. Chesapeake, to be Britons, 

¢ Mhex had porriziit to take,a tan from a pub- 
fic arined ship ofthe U. States, 
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The President of the United States had 
not undertaken to detail all the circuimstan- 
ces attending this aflair ; there was no ne- 

_cessity for it; he could only give us gen- 
eral information. This was sufficient to 


rious results. Wishing for peace, as Jong 
as National Sovereignty and National Lib- 
erty can be preserved, we do not seek for 
war, but itis forced upon us. He wished 
to disclaim all invective, and should not go 
into an investigation, till the particular facts 
were disclosed; till this disclosure took 
piace, he should say nothing of the com- 
mander of the ship which attacked the 
Chesapeake ; but if he had acted without 
authority, his blood alone could atone for it. 
In whatever light the subject was viewed, 
Mr. D. deemed it ef so much insportance, 
so strong!y marked in the political Listory 
of our country, that it should be clearly and 
correctly understcod. He therefore wished 
the enquiry to be conducted with all the at- 
tention due to the subject ; for this reason 
he should vote for the resolution. He had 
no doubt but the gentlemen composing the 
committeedn question, would attend to this 
subject, but he doubted whether the engui- 
ry was properly in their power, except that 
part within our jurisdiction. The British 
ship of war had remained in our waters ey- 
er since the commission of the act, in con- 
tradiction and defiance of the proclamation 
of the President of the United States, which 
still exists in full force. It ought in his o- 
pinion, either not exist, er be obcyed; if 
they did not choose to obey it, and the 
means of compelling them were in the pow- 
er ofthe U. S. they should be taught obe- 
dience by compulsion. He conceived this 
subject already.in the power of the com- 
mittee. He concluded by saying that he 
should vote for the resolution, from a wish 
that the subject might be. fully investigated. 
Mr. Blount observed, that whatever doubt 
might exist as to this subject’s being refer- 
red to the committee of which he was chair- 
man, there could surely be no doubt of its 
being referred to some committee | Mr. B. 
read two of Mr. Dawson’s resolutions.} It 
must either be referred to this committee, 
ot tothe comniittee of Commerce and Man- 
ufactares. If it bethe opinion of the House 
that this subject ought ta go to the last nam- 
ed committee, he should be glad to huye 
the defermination made. 


Mr. Smilie’ had no doubt that the reso- 





|). dution appolating a committee relative. to 


marilime apgressasp Of whichathe gen- 
tieman. from N. Carolina was chairman, 
, included the attack on the Chesapeal.ec.  In- 
|. deed, it appeared, drom the, members of 
that. comnilitee, that they, were proceed- 
ing with the subject, and thereforé needed 
ho directions as to thei? duty in that respect. 
This being the case; why js this motion 
brought forward !--He could not lielp ne- 
_ Toarking that the measure: was very indec- 
orous. towards that commitica. Were it 
» e¥er knowns Mr. S. asked, that business 
» Wag taken, gut of the hands of a.comnattee, 
. hefore ip.ts seen that they ngglect to attend 

















toit?,Thene is no, reason to believe the 
cammilige will not do their duty. Is not 
every member of that committee as much 
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| concerned for the welfare of this country 
ie as the gentlensen irom: Massachusetts ? And 


induce us to turn our eyes to the most se-. 
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y do not possess th 
cessary capacity for making the enquiry. 


The gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
Dana) has declared he never will consent 
toa treaty with the British except they give 
up the point of searching our armed vessels 
He hoped the gentleman would goa little 
further and take some steps for the securi- 
ty of our seamen. No doubt the British 
government will disavow the conduct of 
their edmiral in the late oxtrage ; but will 
this satisfy the people of the U. S. Now 
something mare will be necessary. Mr. S, 
could see no occasion for introducing so 
much warmth ag the gentleman from Con. 
necticut appeared to display, into this dis- 
cussion, for his part, he thought the com- 
mittee who had-this subject under comside- 
ration, was fully capable of investigating it, 
and he had no doubt would soon make a. 
satisfactory report to the house. Ther 
could none of them be suspected of havin 
any predilection for Britain. He had ne 
doubt, if the time shou!d arrive which shall 
call for active measures against that coun- 
try, the members of that committee and 
their friends will be found as zealous in de- 
fence of their country as the friends ef the 
present moticn. 

Mr. Upham said, that it appeared to be 
the opinion. of every gentleman of this 
house that the affair of the Chesapeake 
ought to be enquired into. They itfered 
only about the proper course to be pursued. 
A diversity of opinion exists as to the re- 
ference which has been made of the subject 
He could see no objection to the adoption 
of this resolution, as it could produce only 
good effects. He thought all oug ht toagroe 
im passing it. 


no one will say the 


Mr. Smilic wished to make one remark, 
in reference to what had been said respect 
ing the attack on the Chesapeake having 
been made. without our jurisdiction. 
W herever our armed ships are, there. said 
he is our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Dana explained what he. had said 
respecting the formation of a treaty with 
Great Britain, which the gentieman from 
stood. ° 
‘The yeas and nays were called for, and 
reed to be taken. 

IMr. Alexander said, that notwithstand- 
ing he was opposed to the amendment of- 
fered by the gentleman from Massachu- 
sctis, some days ago, he was in favour of 
the present motion. It was nothing’ more 
than instruction to a conmmiitee to enquire 
into an affair of ¢reat national conceri 
Notwithstanding he had Jittle doubt that th 
first. resolution (x hich had been reud) wa 
intended to intiude an enquiry into this sao 
ject, yet he thought. it highly proper U 
this motion slrowld be adopted. Thong 
the attack upon the Ciesapeake was ™: H€ 
nigre ti the 


ay 
eal 
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than a maritime leavue rom 
shore, every armed ship, of whatever na-- 


tiol, is under the jurisdiction of tic nation 
to yhich she belongs, wherever Sse may 
be, He was nevertheless in favour of mia- 
‘kiag an enquiry inte this affair. tie was 


not or doing this, because he was of opm- 
ion hat the committee would noi co thelr 
duty. But he would have it done, that con- 
eres: might act upon it, and shew to the 


work, that though we have suiiered meny 
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abuses from the British nation, here we will 
take our stand. He didnot think this reso- 
lution ought to be considered in an offen- 
tive light by the committee whom it went 
to instruct. 
intended. 


Mr. Nelson would not have risen on this 
question, had net the ygas and nays been 
called; but this having been done, he meant 
to give the reasons which would govern his 
vote. He was opposed to the resclution 
on the table ; not because he wished to have 
any thing relative to the attack on the Ches- 
epeake smothered; but because he consid- 
ered the subject as already referred. The 
committee had already progressed in the 
business, and in two or three days the house 
migint expecta report. He did not wish 
to enter inte a resolution for the purpose 
of shewing Bvitain what ground we are de« 
termined totake. He did net want. to bul- 
ly the British nation ; he would be for 
shewing them by. ects, and not by words, 
what we would do. He never wished to 
legislate where legislation was unnecessa- 
Ry; and this subject having been once re- 
ferred, he was not for referring it again. 
This kind of proceedure reminded him of a 
master’s treatment towards a negligent 
elild. He -telis him.to do a certain thing 
to-morrow ; then calls him again and cau- 
tions him again and agein to do the same 
thing. And the passing of this resolution 
wonld be saying to the commitice, * Teke 
care you do your duty, Mr. committee, af- 
ter having been duly charged with it.” 


Mr, Sloan said, that indisposition had 
prevented him from offering his sentinients 
on this occasjon before, and would*now 
prevent hiims from saying much. Is not 
this subject already referred to a commite 
tee of this house. Iiave we any reason 
to believe this committee will not do their 
duty £ Have the committee had sui cicnt 
time to make their report? They have not: 
endhe took for grented that the subject 
was properly beforethem. He never knew 
a resolution like tht present brought for- 
ward, except ther¢ were good prounds for 
charying a conmmitee with remissness in 
the discharge of tteir duty.. He mizht go 
further, and enquite into the causes which 
produced this motion. He thought he 
could see them ; and if his state of health 
would have permitied, he would have en- 
ceavored to explain them tothe house. But 
he should sutisfy himself with cautioning 
members aginst giving a vote which would 
east an undeserved censure upon an.impor- 
tant committee. 


Mr. Newton did not mean to enter at 
large into this subject. He meant lnrely 
to go into the enquiry whether the affair of 
» the Chesapeake was referred to 2 commit- 
tegornot. Mr. NM. read the resoluiion ma- 
king the reference, end insisted that this 
Object was clearly embraced ip it, and be- 
fore the proper committee. lie didered 
MN opinion from the gentlemen from Con- 
hecticut (Mr. Dana) that the attock was 
mace on the Chesapeake without the juris- 
Ciction of the United States. Nor did he 
think any gentlemen could assert this with 
any degree of certainty. He, who was 
much nearer the scene of action than the 
Glulleman who had made this assertion, 


fle did not believe it was 80° 
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did not believe that was the case. What 
he had to say as tothe enormity of this at- 
tack, he should reserve fer the proper time. 
At present, as the committee are already 
progressing with these enquiries on this 
subject, he was decidedly, opposed to this 
resolution. | 

Mr. G. W. Campbell would veserve his 
opinion as to the extraoidinary attack upon 
the Chesapeake toa more suitable oppor- 
tunity than the present. He rose merely 


. to state his reasons for the vote which he 


vas about to give, It appeared clearly to 
him that this subject came within the first 
resolution referred under the message of 
the President. Tocometo a different de- 
termination now, he should consider as pas- 
sing a censure upon this house for having 
neglected its duty in omitting to refer to a 
committee the most important subject con- 
tained in the message, and that which had 


- occasioned the present early meeting of 


Congress. This house would not surely 
give the resolution this construction. The 
committee to whom it had been referred, 
had not so construed it; and were the house 
to pass the resolution now before it, it 
would amount to a declaration that the com- 
mittee had misconstrued the resolution re- 
ferred to them, aud proceeded to act upon 
a subject without bemg authorised to do so. 
Hie hoped, therefore, as there was no ne- 
cessity for it, and as it would be an improp- 
er interference with the business of the 


committee, that the mation would be neg-. 


atived. 4 


Mr. Gardenier regretted extremely that 


there should be any difference of opinion in 
respect to the resolution before the house : 
His surprize was still greater than his re- 
gret. ‘The attack made on the Chesapeake 
by the Leopard had excited more sensation 
than perhaps any event since our revolution- 
ary war. It had induced the president to 
call congress together at an earlier day than 
usual; and yet this subject had not been 
specifically noticed by any resolution of this 
house. A violation of our rights so prom- 
inent, he thought it the duty of the house 
to take up specifically, and act on it accor- 
dingly ; toshew chat our feelings were in 
unison with those of the people of the U. 
States on the one hand, and of the Presi- 
Ile said it appeared to 
be the sense of the house that the subject 
should be enquired into; if it were alrea- 
dy referred to a committee, he saw no ob- 
jection to instructing this committee what 
course they should pursue. ‘To the same 
committee had been referred a variety of 
subjects ; and he could see no indecorum 
in telling that commitree to what particu- 
iar point their intention should be directed, 
though he had no coubt but the commitice 
would do what they believed to be their du- 
ty. 

It had been asked, wouid the house sav 
that so important a subject as this had not 
yet been acted upon! He presumed the 
house would say the truth. If the subject 
was not referred, the house would say this, 
and their duty :equired that they should 
makea reference. The gentleman fiom 
North Carolina had said the subject was 
certainly before some committee ; but he 
cid not tell the house which committee he 
thought had cognizance of it. Certainly, 
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if this eyvression had Leen committed at 
£0 greal o cistance from the shores as had. 
been tepresented, it was not. within the 
power of! the committee appointed under 
the first resolution. But the gentleman 
irom Virginia had told them that he did not 
know that this violation was committed 
without the jurisdiction of the United 
States, if this afforded any argument, it 
would be, that, inasmueb asthe house did 
not know where it was committed, it was 
proper to take measures to’ ascertain the 
truth.—If it were commiited without the 
jurisdiction of the United States it did not 
come within the,province of the committee. 
who had the sul cet under consideration ; 


znd in order to make an enguiry, it was. 


necessary to give them further powers. 
The resolution now before the house would 
prevent all difficulty on the stibject 5 it tells. 
the committee that it is the subject to which - 


the house requires their cular atten-- 


tion ; he thought it proper, therefore, in 
every point. of view that this resolution 
should pass. He hoped that there would 
be an unanimity of vote on this subject ;. 
that the house would proceed directly to the 
object for which they were summoned to- 
gether, and would act as if they were en- 
gaged in one common concern. ‘To ‘this 
end, said he, Ict us determine to what 
committee the subject belongs ; they will 
soon report, and we shall have the subject 


. completely before us. 


Mr, Blount observed, that the gentleman. 
just sat down, had misrepresented him.— 
That gentleman had stated that he (Mr. B.) 
hed not expressed an opinion to which of 
the committees the attack on the Chesa- 
peake was referred. He had expressly 
stated, that the committee of which he was 
u member had enttred upon the subject, 
and that at the mament when this_resolu- 
tion was brought forward, he was im the act 
of writing’a note to the secretary. of state 


fur information, and which he read in his. 


place. The committee, nor any member 
of it, ever entertained any doubt on the 
tubject. It wasthe first business on which 
they proceeded. Ile believed the mem- 
bers of this committee felt as desirous of 
pursuing this enquiry, snd of laying all the 
information they cou'd obtain before the 
pubic, as any yentleman who clamored np- 
on it. There was no inclination in this 
conmittee to pass over this atieck in si- 
lence, nor could they be justly-charged 
with delay in giving their attentien to It. 
Mr. Quincy disclaimed ony intention of 


passing a censure upon the conimittée who - 
. . : a, S 
were said to have this subject under consi - 


eration. He had no doubt their yiers 
was as pure and paviotioas hisown. ite 
thogght the House had net ten sulle tent 
ly explicitin their reference of this subject. 
Ile knew it was the general opinion of the 
I[ouse that this busine’ bad been alveacy re- 
ferred, he had therefore modified his reso- 
lution to its present form. He saw,no in- 
delicacy in this. So fur from! it a committee 
ought to consider it an honerto be instruct- 
cad by this house : it was adding ali the wis- 
dom of the House to the wisdom of the 
cemmittee. Le had no intention of ma- 
king any clamor on the subject, @r of offen- 
ding that committee. His Own opinions 
was that the attack on the Chesapeake wass 
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not refered at all ; or, if it were referred, 
it was not refered to the committee whom, 


“he proposed to iastruct. It appeared that 


sommittee and the committee of commerce 
and manvfacturcs had themselves enter- 
‘tained doubts on the subject ; but after hol- 
ding a conference had determined that the 
‘commitice appointed on aggressions within 
our ports and waters should take it up. 
The confessions otf gentlemen themselves 
appeared to cail for a moticn like the pre- 
sent, and he hoped it would be agreed 


Mr. Fisk entertained no doubt, nor did 
the committee who hadtaken up the sub- 
ject appear to have any, as tothe reference 
vof the attack om the Chesapeake. He 


. therefore conceived it unnecessary to pass 


this resolution. The committee had al- 
ready taken up the subject, and would soon 
tbe ready toreport upon it. It wquid there- 


fore be very improper now to.come toa — 


resolution to direct their attention to what 
they are already engaged upon. | 
_ "The question was called for, and taken 
‘by yeas and nays, as follow : 

Yeas. Messrs Alexander, Champion, 
‘Culpepper, Dana, Davenport, Desha, Elliot, 
Ely, Gardinier, Jenkins, Lewis, Milner, 
Moseley, Pitkin, Quincy, Rowan, Russel, 
Stedman, Sturges, Taggart, Tallmage, Up- 
ham, Van Allen, Van Renselaer— +24. 

Nays——Messrs. W. Alston, Bacon, Ba- 
ker, Bard, Basset, Bibb, Blackledge, Blake, 
Boyle, Blount, Brown, Burwell, Butler, 
‘Calhoun, G. W. Campbell, Carlt6n, Chan- 
ler, M. Clay, Cobb, Clopton, Cook, Cutts, 
Darby, | Dawson. Deane, Durell, Eppes, 
Yindly, Fisk, Franklin, Gardner, Garnett, 
‘Goodwyn, Gray, Green, Harris, Heister, 
Helms, Hoge, Holland, Holmes, Howard, 
Iisly, Johnson, Jones, Kenan, Kirpatrick, 
‘Knight, Lambert, Love, Marison, Masters, 
M’Creery, D. Montgomery, J. Montgome- 
ay, N. R. Moore, T. Moore, Jeremiah 
Morrow, John Morrow, Mumford, Nelson, 
Newhold, Newton, Porter, Pugh, Rea, 
(Pen) Rhea (Ten.) J.‘ Richards, Riker, 
Seaver, Sloan, Smilie, Southard, J. K. 





Smith, Samuel Smith, . Stanford, Storer, 
‘Swart, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Trigg, 
Troup, Van Courtlandt, Van ‘Horne, Ver- 
‘plank, Wharton, Whitchill, Wiibeur,D. R. 


illiams, Wilson, Witheral].—93, . 





In justice to our readers we must lay before them 
the subjoined report and opinion of the Court of 
‘Enquiry inthe case of Commodore Barron, although 
St has appeared in tnost of the payers of the un- 


1.—It appears to the court, that the Uni- 
ted States’ ship Chesapeake, then under the 
command of James Barron; Esquire, a cap- 
t.in.in the navy of the United States, sail- 
ed from Hampton Roads, cn an intended 
eruize in the Mediterrancan sea, on the 
morning of the 22d of Junc, last past, hav- 
ing on board a crew consisiing of more than 
three hundred and seventy mcn, and com- 
pletely equipped with every thing necessa- 
ry for such a cruize. : 
2.—It appears to the court, that captain 








ships end vesscls destined for the Mediter- 
ranean service on the loth day of May last 


* past, hoisted his broad pendant on board 


the Chesapeake, the first time he came on 
board of her after her arrival in Hamptor 

Roads, to wit, on or about the 6th day of 
June jast past. : 

3.—It appears to the court, that commo- 
dore Barron visited the Chesapeake only 
twice during the period she remained in 
Hampten Roads, and before he came on 
board to proceed to sea; on neither of which 
occasions, did he -examine particularly into 
her state and condition. 

4.—-It appears to-the court, that the guns 


-ef the Chesapeake were never exercised be- 


fore she proceeded to sea: that her crew 
were quartered but a few days previous to 
that time, and had never been cailed to 
quarters more thay three times prior to her 
sailing for sea. 


ready for sea on the 17th day of June, that 
he came on board on the 2st, and that the 
ship sailed on the morning of -the 22d ol 
June last past. 


dent to the sailing of the Chesapeake, there 
had been recivedon board of her some per- 
sons who had been claimed by the British 
sovernment as deserters from their service 
ut who were not ordered to be delivered 
up by the American officers—That there 
was also a report in circulation and gener- 
ally known on board the Chesapeake, that a 
threat had been used by the captain of the 
British ship of war Melampus, to take these 
men from the Chesapeake—That commo- 
dore Barron‘ had full knowledge of the 
‘fact that such men were on beard his ship 
that they had been demanded by the British 
government, and had not heen delivered up, 


itive evidence has been adduced to prove, 
that the reportof the threat dbove men- 
tioned was communicated to him before his 
ship sailed. 
7.—It appears to the court that:the Ches- 
apeake in proceeding from Hampton Roads 
te sea, passed a British squadron at anchor 
in Lynhayen Bay, who at the time of 
her passing them were making signals to 
each otker, which was not only reported to 
commodere Barron by one of his officers, 
but actually observed by himself. 
8.—It appears to the court, that the Brit- 
ish ship of war Leopard of fifty guns, one of 
the squadron then at anchor within the lim- 
its of the United States, weighed immedi- 
ately after these signals were thrown out, 
and stood to sea. 
9.—It does not appear to the court, that 
at this time there was any vessel in sight, 
or any other object to.induce her to go to 
sea, but the Chesapeake. 
10,—-It appears to the court, that at the 
time the Leopard got under weigh, the wind 
was at south-south-west, and therefore fair 
for her to proceed to sea; but that instead 
of availing herself of this to clear tLe land, 
she hauled by the wind, close round Cape 
Henry, and stood to the southward under 
easy sail, thereby shewing that it was not 
her intention to get off the land speedily. 
11..-It appears to the court, that after 
this the wind became light and baffling, and 








was appointed comu:odore of the 


Ukcly to shift, and come out from the east- 


. Tin. 


_ 5.—It appears tothe court, that the ship . 
was reported to commodore Barron to be © 


6.—It appears to the.court, that antece- 


the courtare perfectly satisfied, but no pos- | 
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“42. ppears to the-court, that after 
lis the 
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south south Deedes the I pire grr 
having vot the te th - or cag mosey 6 
rari nab amber ay wicrrwabie be 
‘ ng lu shgre when the Chesapeake 
did so in order to get off her pilot, and afte: 
the : hesapeake aguin'stocd off to the east. 
war, that the Leopurd wore, and bore 
down for her, 

13.—it appears to the court, that when 
the Leopard tacked and stood in shore, on 
the saiue tack with the Chesapeake, that 
her lower deck ports were all triced up. 

14.—It appears to-the court, that when 
the Leopard run down for the Chesapeake, 
she rounded to on her starboard quarter,and 
io windwara:of her, and that at this time 
her tompions were out of her guns. 

14.—1t appears to the court, that com- 
mouore Barron was upon deck, observing 
the Leopard; during the time these manau- 
vres were practising, and these appearances 
exhibited. 

16.— fhe court is of opimion, that the cir 
cumstances above stated were in theniselves 
$0 Suspicious, as to have furnished sufli- 
cient warming to a prudent, discreet, anda- 
tcntive officer, of the probable designs of a 
ship of war conducted in that way, and 
ought to have induced commodore Barroa 
to have prepared his ship for action, espe 
cially with the infermation he possessed af 
the situation of his crew generally, of those 
who had beea demanded by the British 
government particularly, and of the general 
state of the ship at that time. 

17..-It appears to the court, that comme 
dore Barron nevertheless did not order bw 
ship to be cleared for action, and thee 


did ‘not call his men-to quarters. 


18.—It appears tothe court that when 
the Leopard came along side of the Ches 
apeake, an officer was:sent from her with 
a communication from capt. Humphries, 
the captain of the Leopard, to commodore 
Barron, which the later could pot and did 
not misunderstand, but very correctly col 
cluded to be a demanc'with which he ought 
not and could not comply, but one which, if 
refused, would be enforced if possible. 

19.—It appears.to the court, that although 
such was the situation and impression ) 
commodore B. at this time, yet he did not 
suill order his ship to be prepared for actlony 
altho’ ample time was allowed for that par 
pose, the British officer beim: detained . 
board the Chesapeake from 55 to #5 mI 
utes. 

20.—The court is of opinion, that the 
neglect of commodore Barron to er. 
his ship for action under such circums” le 
ces, is a direct breach of the fourth wr 
of the rules and regulations for the gove : 
ment of the Navy of the United _ f 
dopted by an act of the Congress of t * ih 
hited States, passed on the asd April, ont 
efititicd “an act for the better govera” 
ofthe Navy of the United States. P 

21. It appears to the court, that = 
the British officers left the Chesapea a 
bearing a positive refusal from peyeniagea 
Bazron to the demand which had bee ne 
by capt. Humphries, and after Tas 
Barron was himself satisfied that an @ 
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upon his ship would be made, he did not 
take prompt, necessary and efficient er 
to prepare his ship for batile.—1 hat his 
first order was merely toclear his gun deck, 
and the second, given after the lapse of 
some time, was to get his men to quarters 
secretly, without beat of drum ; although 
with such a crew as he had on board, and ia 
such a situation as the ship then was It was 
not to.be expected that such orders, could 
be effectually accomplished. 

22,—1t appears to the court, that the 
conduct of Commodore Barron during the 
attack of the Leopard manifested greet In- 
decision, and a disposition to negociate, 
rather than a determination bravely to de- 
fend his ship. That he repeatediy hailed 
the Leopard during her attack upon him— 
That he drew his men from their guns to 
lowering down boats, to send on board of 
the attacking ship—and that he ordered his 
first lieutenant fram_his quarters during the 
attack, to carry a message on board of the 
Leopard, at that time firing upon him. » 

23.—It appears ta the court, that during 
the attack, commodore Barron used lan- 
guage in the presence of his, men calcula- 
ted to dispirit his crew, by ordering them 
tokeep down, that they would all be cut 40 
fiteces. 

24..-[t appears to the court, commodore 
Barron ordered the colors of the Chesa-. 
peake to be struck, and that they were 
struck,before a single gun afany kind was fi- 
red from her; and thatat the same time they 
were so struck her main deck battery was 
im a situation which would haye enabled the 
agturn of a broadside in avery short time, 

25.-The courtis therefore of opinion, 


‘that the Chesapeake. was prematurely; sur ~ 


rendered, atatime when she was nearly 
prepared for-battle, and when the injuries 
sustained either.on the ship or crew did not 
make such asurrender then necessary ; and 
that for this commodore Barron falls under 
a partof the sixth article of.the rules and 
regulations for the government of the Navy 
ofthe United States, adopted by an. act of 
the Congress of the United States, passed 
on the 23d day of April, 1800, entitled “an 
act for the beticr governmentof the navy.of 
the United States.” 
26.——The court is of opinion. that alihough 
tiie conduct of commodore Barron, before 
and during the attack of the Leopard, evin- 
ced great inattention to his duty and want 
of decison, yet that during that attack he 
exposed his person, and cid not manifest 
either by his order or actions any personal 
fear, or want of courage. 
27.—It appears to the conrt, that althouch 
the Chesapeake might and ought to have 
been better defended than she was, yet that 
€ was not in a situation at the time.of. the 
attack made upon her, to have enabled so 
Gallant a defence being made 2s mizht be 
expected. Some efher euns were not se- 
Curely fitted-in their carriaves, some of her 
Spunges and wads were too large, but few 
of her powderhorns were filled, her match- 
€3 were not primed, some of her rammers 
Were not in their proper.places, her ma- 
Mies weie neither supplied with enough 
frtridges. nor were those which they hed 
of the proper size. 


Tv . 
None of these circumstances however 
Could have influenced Commodore Barron 











in striking his colors, because they were 
not known to him at the time. 

28.— The court is of opinion that the con- 
duct of all the otherofficers of the ship,except 
those whose duty it was to have remedied 
the deficiences before stated, and of the 
crew generally, was proper, commendable 
and honorable. A true copy; 

_L. W. TAZEWELL, 
Jupczg ApvocaTeE. 
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Be it our weekly task, 
To note the passing tidings of the times. 
ee 
Distressing Fires ! 

On the morning of the 24th ult. a fire 
broke out in the most compact part of the 
village of New-Durham, in this state, which 
was not extinguished until the following 
buildings were entirely demolished :—A 
dwelling, house, barn and shed, owned by 
major Adijah Dewy, and occupied by him 
as atavern, together with most of the fur- 
niture, books, papers, &c.--a dwelling house, 
store, barnand shed, owned by Samuel Coo- 


: ley, and also.occupied as. a tavern, witha 


considerabte part of the furniture—a cabi- 
net-maker’s shop, in which the fire origi- 
nated, and barn, belonging to Lenthel Lels, 
with their contents—a barn and its contents, 
belonging to Lemuel Hotchkiss—a store 
belonging to Abel M. Grosvenor—and a 
shop belonging to James Chapman and 
John Brown. 

On Tuesday evening last, at about 7 o’ 
clock, the paper-miils of Mr. Nathan Ben- 
jamin, in Catskill, accidentally took fire, and 
were totally destroyed, together with all 
their contents, consisting of about twelve 
hundred reams of paper, several tons of 
stock, and other property, amounting in all, 
including the mills, to nearly 10,000 dollars. 

Both these-cases call loudly for the libe- 
rality of the public. 

By a late account, it appears that the con- 
stitutionalists have a majority of éwo in the 
Pennsylvania house of representatives. 





4 Hard Case. 

The American ship George Washlngton, 
was lately taken by an English ship of war, 
and carried into Plymouth; but her papers 
proving regulars she was released, and no 
part of her cargo waslanded. Having pro- 
ceeded to Bourdeaux, she was depied an 
entry, (on account of her having touched 


the British shore) in pursuance of Bona-- 


parte’s decree of the 21st. November, 1806. 
An application to Bonaparte, through the 
Prench ministers, fora relaxation of the 
decree in this case, proved in¢ffect yal. 





By proclamation ander date of Sept. 
2, the ports of Prussia are shut against G. 


Britain, and all trade and commerce be-~ 


tween the two countries prohibited. The 


Sume proclamation subjects the goods of: 


neutrals in neutral bottoms, which may 
have touched at an English port under any 
circumstance or pretence whatever, to con- 
fiscation. 


The Dutch have passed a decree of the 


same kind. 














LL, sn 


A letter from London, under date of Oct. 
9, states that our negociation with 
had cnded there, and that the subject re- 
mained to be discussed here—that dis- 
patches were to come out by a British pack- 
et—that Mr. Monroe was to sail in about a 
week ina merchant ship—that the Revenge 
was to proceed to France, and from thence 
to return to America. 

Capt. Williams arrived at Philadelphia 
from London, having sailed from Cowes 
the 14th of Oct. confirms the report that the 
Revenge was to proceedto France—she 
was to sailon the sth. But he informs 
that Mr. Munroe would spend the winter in 
England. 

By the latest foreign accounts, it appears 
certain that a ruptinee will cae Pp be- 
tween France and Portugal. The French 
and Spanish ambassadors at Lisbon, hare: 
demanded their passports—the court was. 
preparing to retreat to-the Brazils, au@ the 
English merchants were preparing to leave 
the country. 


, 


—— 2+ oe. j 


_ Al Singing School 
Will be opened, by Mr. Danze, this evening, at: 
Swart’s Bail-Room, at 6 o'clock, where all those 
disposed to join or patronize the school, are desired 
to attend, Terms 12s. per quarter. Dec. 8. 


ondentd, 


The love-sick verses of “ Leanpee,” for the 
reasons utged by the writer, shall have a place. 

The wimibers of “ Osanpaa,” will be commenc- 
édS6dn. er sees Ce rei. ne dew + ~~ ae 
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DIED, 

At Claverack, on Thursday the 3d inst. General 
Samuet B. Wess, inthe $2d year of his age. 

In the year 1775, Gen. Webb was a volunteer at- 
the battle of Bunker’s hill, and soon after was ap- 
pointed aid de camp to Major General Putnam.— 
In 1776 he was appointed aid de camp and” 
private secretary to Gen. Washington. In 1777,, 
he was promoted to the command of a regiment- 
In 1782, ond unti: the close of the revolutionary: 
war, hecommanded the Light Infantry of the A- 
merican army with the rack of Brigadier Gee 
neral. , 

General Webb was greatly esteemed for his so-° 
cial virtues. Hospitable and benevolent, bis loss 
will lovg-be laineated by his friends and acquaint 
ance. 

His funeral was attended on Saturday the Sch‘ 
inst. by a numerous concourse of friends from diffe- 
rent parts of this county, and notwiths:anding & 
violent snow storm, Captain Canoll’s compan) of 
Hudson Volunteers, anx.ous to pay their last tribute 
of respect to an old revolutionary officer, attended 
in their uniform, and pard om those military ho- 
nors which his rank and character deserved, 

At Windsor, Conn. the Hou. Oliver Ellsworth, . 
Esq aged 63 years. 

On Wednesday evening he 2:1 inst. with che cot 

sumption, Mr. Euista Perkins, of this city, sages 
28 years. 




















Vp 
$. 
a 








7 


Che Gatarce. 


VoL. Vi. 








Wreath. 


WR 








FOR THE BALANCE. 


CONFABULATION. 


TOM tries to sing a nervous strain, 
‘For threatening words be racks his brain. 
In language of dire imprecation 
As dreadful as a proclamation, 
“He calls for vengeance. John o’erhears him 
And would enquire what mortal fears him ? 


Jom. Icspire my languid pow’rs O Clic, ; 
‘War is my ciement—ho——hi——ho 
Ho——hum ! do give me animation 
‘To thonder at the British nation. 
~O, that a cup of wrath were full 
For that old blood-nound Johnny Bull: 

May earth yawn deep, and ope th’ infernal world, 

And heaven wiih thuxderbolts im vengea:tce hurl’d 

Ampel that wretch far down an uncouth tomb 

Where flit pale shades amid surrounding gloom. 
obn. This you desire / of all the tricks 

‘O! quacks and rogues in politics !— 

A secret wish is far from treason 

As swinish instinct is trom reason. 

‘Becauce you wish that this shall happen, 

Wil Britons tumble down a gap, then? 

Tom. But if the earth refuses to comply, 
And thunderbolis lay dormant in the sky — 

SFcbn, Our president will take a whole ton 
OF Torpids made by Mr. Fulton. 

‘Some divers too, he wi!l provide, 
Boats which they say will either glide 
Above the flood on water high 
Or deep among the scaly fry. 
‘Our val'rous whigs will frantic rave 
“To cross with these th’ Atlantic wave. 
With heads full fraught with + secret wishes’’ 
In close alliance with the fisher, 
‘Soon they’re extended, under cover,* 
From Dover all way round to Dover, 
‘The Torpidswill (what can prevent ’em) 
Blow up Britannia’s fundamentum.—t ‘ 
Zom. Poh! have we not some gun-boats fine* 
- Sobn. O, yes, those sbippeest of the live. 
“These too they'll want for certain uses 
T’ retaliate for our abuses. 
Ii any peers survive th’ explosion, — 
And lie a sprawling on the ocean, - 
Our gun-boats strutting round so main stout, 
‘Will quickly blow their lordships’ brains out. 
xd for the honor of our navy, 
Will send them headlong to old Davy. 
Neptune low skuiking in the waves, 
Will tembiing ask these Lome bound kwaves: 
* What are the yankee whigs adoivg 
4 With © splendid instruments of ruin.” 


* This resembles « back door influence,” and is 
aqual to Miranda's. expedition. 


' t lis possible, thot many of those who aver 
that Bricaim is ready to utter her (nal groan, would 
be glad to ses some “ avimed guest,” take this me- 
thod to raiae her drooping spirits. 


$ T hope no naval officer, as spunky as midship- 
man Felier, will be offended at this imuovation in 


‘language. Bor flood; assaults 1 fear as much as 
the stabs of an assassin. 
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“My noble sirs, I would enquire 
* If I may safely venture higher ” 
Domb are their lordships, ev’ry head 
Which full of policy, had laid 
As bloody plots as e’er distress’d one, 
Cannot resolve a simple question ! 
St. James’ court no more will foil us 
Spoil'd are the heads that tried to spoil us!. 
Yom. Baw! alla joke—bchold our station 
Among the nations as a nation! 
Foon. As Peter the hermit, who went out cru- 
sadirig, 
Baréfooted and ragged, the heathen invading, 
To miracles trusted; so we, O rascaliiy ! 
Limp hopeful along ina tatter’d neutrality. 
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Extract of a letter from John R. Livingston, 
Esq. to his friend in Pittsfield, dated 
“ RHINEBECK, Sept. 20th, 1807. 

* I have sold all the wool of my Spanish 
Sheep to Mr. Dando, a hatter in New-York, 
for 1 doll. 50 cents per lb. washed. My 
brother (Chancelior Livingston) sold his, 
unwashed, toa Mr. Booth, a clothier near 
Poughkeepsie, for | doll. 25.” 

These facts are demonstration in point to 
establish the vast importance of the Merino 


Spanish Sheep, and cannot fail to arouse . 


the farmers to their true interests—The 
farmers of the county of Berkshire, in 
Niassachusetts, are conimencing this im- 
portant enterprize, which will doubtless 
prove of more value to the country at 
large, thanif they had sfrung a Mountain 
of Gold, 
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Tne editor and proprietor of the Balance, 
has found, upon an accurate calculation, that 
the present mode of publishing his paper, 
does not yield Kim a suitable compensation 
for the great trouble and expense of prose- 
cuting the work ; and as he c*a discover no 
good reason why he should furnish his read- 
e1s with betier paper and twice as much 
matter as other printers, at the same ora 
less price, he has resolved on the fcllowing 
arrangements, 

After the first of January next, the Ba- 
lance will be printed in a royal quarto form, 
on paper at least equal, if net superior to 
that now used. The two outside leaves, or 
so much of them as is found necessary, will 
be devoted to advertisements ; andthe re- 
mainder of the paper to literay, political, 
and misccilanceus matter (jrincipaily if not 
whoily original )-in a8 great variety as at pre- 
sent ; end as the advertising pages will not 
be titled or numbered to correspond with 
tae Balance pages, they may be separated 
b:fore Linding, and the latter only presery- 
ed..........the price by mail, will be two 
dollars per annum, the subscribers paying 
the postage. Considering the terms of 
other papers, of similar stamp and work- 
manship, this price will be found compara- 
ively low ; and ~ve feel aconfidence that 
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every subscriber will be satisfied with the 
new arrangement. 
POSTSCRIPT. 

The above plan is proposed on the 
position that the editor will be enable 
the punctuality of his patrons, to con 
his work after the present volume ; and he 
hopes that he may not be disappointed : 
But he declares with truth and sincerity 
that unless a consicderab!e poruon of his a. 
mands are settled within the present and 
ensting month, he will deem it his duty to 
relinquish a laborious and profxless task, 
for one attended with less risk and perplex- 
ity, and promising some advantage. 


Sip- 
d by 
tinue 
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FURTHER ARRANGEMENTS. 


ANXIOUS to render my services as 
acceptable and useful to the public as pos- 
sible, I have made such arrangements as to 
enable me to devote the whole of my time, 
in future, to political and literary pursuits. 
For’this purpese, ¥ have formed a copart- 
nership (to commence on the first of Janu- 
ary next) with a young gentleman, who is 
well versed in the concerns of my establish- 
ment, and with whose qualifications for bu- 
siness I am well acquainted. Every reader, 
maving a just idea of an editor’s duty, must 
perceive the advantages of this arrange: 7 
ment. I have also concluded to spend 
portion of each week, during the sitting ~ 
the legislature, at Albany, which, being the / 
seat of covernment and the most command / 
ing political ground in the state, will afford & 
me an opportunity (exclusive of the atten/9 
tion which I may bestow on a paper in that? 
city) of conveying to my readers, throtigh 
the medium of the Balance, the earflest and 
most authentic information relating to the 
affairs of the state. At this interesting ete 
sis, this must be deemed an important cone” 
sideration. r 

Thus far, as respects myself.......and now 7 
if my delinquent cusjomers will excrt them- 
sclves to remove certain dead weights which 
preponderate so much against my interest 
as almost to make me Aick the deam, Tut 
BaLanxce may still hold its ground. 

H. CROSWELL 


Balance-Office, Nov. 1807. 


Cerma of the Balance, 


So 





FOR 1807. 


To City Subscribers, Two Dollars and Fifty 
Cents, payable quarterly. 

To those who receive them by Mail, Two Dol- 
ars, payable in Advance 

To those who take their papers at the Office, 
bundles or otherwise, 2 Geduction from the eity 
price will be made. 

A handsome Title Page and Table of Contents. 


will accompany the last number of the Voluine. 
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ral is executed with 


Where frinting in fei: 


elegance and accuracy. 
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